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Our Curriculum
Shipston Pre School’s ethos is based on our belief in the importance of a positive early childhood experience for every child. All children are welcome at our Pre School and we do not discriminate against any child due to their racial origin, religion, special educational need or disability, culture, language or background.  We recognise that the early years are a vital period in a child’s life and that the quality care and education we provide is essential to maximizing children’s potential. Each child’s unique experience at Shipston Pre School will form the foundation for their lifelong learning journey. We are committed to ensuring children within our care become happy, confident learners who are celebrated as individuals within a fun, safe and homely environment. 
What do we want for our children at Shipston Pre School?
We want children to feel nurtured.
We want children to have the skills to make friends and to show kindness to others. We want children to know how to look after themselves, to keep themselves safe and healthy. 
We want children to have the confidence to try new things, to take risks and be physically active. 
We want children to be able to communicate their ideas, beliefs and feelings. 
We want children to have experienced and remembered a wide range of words through stories, rhymes and poems and to have developed a love of books. 
We want children to have made a link between the spoken and written word and to be purposeful in their mark making.
We want children to have experienced awe and wonder at the world around them and developed an understanding and respect for other communities and the world beyond. 
We want children to know about important mathematical and scientific concepts. 
We want children to have a desire to learn and be ready for their next stage in education.

Our Curriculum Goals

We have developed a summary of our Curriculum goals to allow us to focus upon what we want for children, We then consider how to achieve that for each child and what sort of activities and resources will ensure that happens. We develop and enhance our bespoke curriculum each year.
Our Curriculum goals for the end of each child’s Pre School Journey are:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
· Is increasingly socially skilled and will take steps to resolve conflicts with other children by negotiating and finding a compromise, sometimes with support.
· Shows confidence, self belief and resilience when meeting new people, trying new things and coping when things go wrong.
· Talks about their own and other’s feelings; can talk about their behaviour and it’s consequences.
· Understands and shows respect for the similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities, cultures and traditions.
Communication and Language
· Can maintain focus, listen and attend at group times.
· Can remember and recall detailed information.
· Can hold conversations with friends and adults, ask relevant questions and use new vocabulary to explain ideas and feelings.
Physical Development
· Is adventurous and confident in their physical play.
· Can hold pencils and use small tools such as scissors, cutlery, hammers and tweezers effectively, with safety and confidence.
· Is independent in managing personal hygiene, dressing and undressing and knows some ways to keep themselves healthy.

Maths
· Can count up to 10 objects and beyond and know that the last number tells me how many.
· Can subitise a small group of up to 5 objects.
· Can respond to and use language of position and direction.
· Can recognise and describe the properties of 4 or more shapes.
· Can find ways to measure in play eg who can jump the furthest.
· Can copy, create, correct and continue repeating patterns with 3 elements.
Literacy
· Has a love of books and is beginning to be able to match phonetic sounds to letters.
· Can recognise my own name and can form some recognisable letters.

In order to achieve this we have created a caring, secure and stimulating environment where all children will enjoy learning, achieve success and feel valued and respected. Our spaces are set up as open plan environments, indoor and outdoor, enabling children to freely access the resources that interest them. This encourages children to move around independently making their own choices and decisions about their play and learning experiences. We believe that children learn best by following their interests and fascinations, having first-hand, hands-on experiences and the time to revisit and repeat aspects of their play, with the support of responsive adults. Staff will observe how children use the resources and the spaces to plan further learning and development opportunities for children in the setting. This information then forms the basis of our planning and helps us to ensure that we are providing a range of appropriate and responsive play and learning opportunities.
We use the Early Years Foundation Stage (DfE 2021) that details Characteristics of Effective Learning, Prime Areas of Learning and Development and Specific Areas of Learning and Development alongside other frameworks and assessment tools and our own Curriculum Goals to plan appropriate learning and development experiences based on children’s individual interests.  We think carefully about how children engage with other people and their environment to support each and every child to be an effective and motivated learner. 

How Children Learn - Key Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Playing and Exploring: 
We observe ways in which children demonstrate curiosity about objects, events and people. Noticing whether they engage in open ended play and how they may uses their senses to explore the world around them. We look to see whether children can use what they know within their play, taking on roles or representing experiences. We observe the extent to which children will initiate activities or seek challenge, do they have a ‘can do’ attitude and are they willing to take a risk in their play, learning with trial and error. 
Active Learning 
This focuses upon children being able to become involved in play, sustaining and maintaining activities for appropriate periods of time. They may demonstrate a particular interest or bounce back after experiencing difficulties. We also notice when children are proud of accomplishing their goals and when they look for praise or enjoy meeting challenge for its own sake.
 Creating and Thinking Critically 
We observe ways in which children may approach problems, finding new ways to do things and thinking of ideas to try. Often this begins with making a link or noticing a pattern from their own experiences. They may test their ideas and talk about cause and effect. We notice if children are planning, evaluating, changing strategy and reviewing their approach to more challenging tasks.
 All of these characteristic behaviours help us to identify each child’s particular learning style and strengths. It also supports the adults to encourage the development of a particular learning behaviour that may not yet be embedded for the child. 


What Children Learn – Areas of Learning and Development
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
We give priority to personal, social and emotional development, which is critical for very young children and gives them the best opportunity for success in all other areas of learning. This permeates the whole Pre School atmosphere and environment and leads to children feeling good about themselves, respecting others, social competence and having a positive disposition to learn. We develop emotional literacy skills so that children learn to recognise and express their thoughts and feelings. We help children to regulate their emotions. Social communication is promoted and modelled by staff throughout play and we support children in building social confidence and relationships. We promote protective behaviour which encourages self-empowerment and brings with it the skills to raise self-esteem.
Communication and Language 
Communication is of course one of the most vital aspects of our lives through the opportunities for speaking and listening and increasing our vocabulary we develop effective communication skills. We support development of these through: 
· imaginative play
· during small group time
· adult child conversations 
· offering children time to share and talk
· valuing what children say and always responding; 
· adults modelling spoken thoughts and naming feelings
· working beside the child and enriching language during enquiry and play
 
Physical Development 
As well as improving skills of co-ordination, control, manipulation and movement, physical development helps children gain confidence, and feel the positive benefits of being healthy and active. We have an excellent outdoor area with sufficient space for children to enjoy the freedom of running and large scale movements, whilst taking opportunities to develop balancing, climbing and jumping skills. We provide a range of opportunities for practicing fine motor skills and develop effective grips for using tools and mark making equipment. We also support children to develop self-care skills, understand ways to keep themselves healthy and encourage independence.


Literacy 

We ensure the environment is print rich and always provide a range of texts to inspire children to share books. Books are shared with children daily at story times and throughout each session. Children can access books and mark making materials indoors and outdoors.
 We also seek to:
· encourage the development of the muscles needed for effective mark making through a range of activities such as kneading play dough and large scale painting 
· encouraging early writing using marks and symbols and celebrate children’s early mark making
· provide opportunities to make motivational marks using a range of media on a range of scales
· developing an awareness of the link between the spoken and written word
· specific focussed literacy sessions to introduce rhyme, sound discrimination, letter recognition and phonics 


Mathematics 


Maths skills and the concepts of counting, cardinality, shape, space, measure and pattern are experienced and developed in all areas of Pre School. There are daily opportunities to hear, recite and recognise numerals through play and rhymes. Maths is developed in almost every situation both inside and out including: 
· cooking
· snack and lunch times
· block, sand and water play;
· imaginative play
· specific maths equipment and maths games
· rhymes

Above all we make maths integral to activities and fun. 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Through the expressive arts, children make sense of the world around them, expressing what they see and feel by:
· the use of a range of media, working with pencil, pen, pastel, paint, collage, etc, to gain experience of colour, texture and form
· music, working both indoors and out, to develop rhythm, beat and pitch with opportunities for different types an styles of music and dance
· drama, working from stories and imagination


Understanding the World 


Young children constantly seek explanations about the world in which they live. We encourage and build on this behaviour by actively encouraging questions, experimenting with and observing. We share information and stories about other cultures and traditions as well as those more familiar to the children in our setting. We talk about ways that we can look after our planet. We also encourage children to think of themselves as members of our Pre School community and the wider community.
Hands on experience include:
· weather
· cooking 
· growing vegetables 
· bug hunting
· looking at life cycles – ducklings and caterpillars
· investigating the properties of ice, magnets and light 
· science experiments
· designing and making models from a variety of found materials
· finding information using books and ipads




How do we observe children and monitor progress?
We have developed a model of effective, meaningful and principled assessment of young children’s learning.

By effective, we mean a method of assessment that ensures that all children are supported in reaching significant milestones.
By meaningful, we mean that the observations made inform our everyday practice and curriculum. By gaining an insight into children’s thinking, feeling and needs we can plan our environment and actions to provide future possibilities for learning.
By principled, we mean that our focus is on observing to understand children. We will not test children or seek unnecessary knowledge. Children are recognised as individuals, not as a percentage in a pie chart.
We will not spend unnecessary amounts of time writing observations or gathering evidence of children’s learning. We believe that if we are capturing the moment, we cannot be part of the moment. Instead we have structures in place that enable us to regularly discuss each child as a team and with their parents.

Observation of Play and Learning 
Children’s learning will be closely monitored in collaboration with parents to ensure they are supported to reach significant milestones for their age.
Our curriculum goals are preceded by very simple, six-monthly child developmental milestones, which we use to monitor children’s development. These milestones reflect what we believe a ‘typical’ child, should be able to achieve. We know that not all children will have ‘typical’ development and although our expectations of what children can achieve are high, we also recognise that all children are unique. Our observations allow us to tell and celebrate each child’s story and focus on the support they need from us.
The six monthly observations and assessments that we make are called ‘spotlights’. Over the spotlight month we observe the child’s play, their relationships, their ideas, their interests and skills. We make written observations and take photographs that are then shared with parents and become part of the child’s Learning Journal.

Parent Partnership
Working in partnership with parents is essential for us to be able to gain a deeper understanding of each individual child. Input from parents is always welcomed and valued. We want parents to feel free to send or bring in photos and to let us know about any significant events, worries or “wow” moments in their child’s life. Our role in the partnership is to share information with parents regarding children’s progress and development at Pre School and also promptly and sensitively raise any concerns.
There will be many opportunities throughout the year for parents to come together with staff to talk about their child’s learning. 
Welcome: When a child joins us at Pre School, parents will be invited to a Welcome meeting, for us to get to know the child and their family and to talk about our ways of observing children.
Settling in: Soon after a child has started Pre School, we will meet with parents to talk about how the child has settled in and to look at the child development milestones.
 Parent Drop Ins: We aim to hold a drop in session every term, giving parents the opportunity to come in, have a look around and talk with their child’s key person.
Spotlight: Each child will have two ‘spotlight’ points in the year. We will invite parents in to Pre School to share the ‘spotlight’ and talk about the child’s learning and development.
SEND: If a child is recognised as having a special educational need or disability then the child’s key worker, the SENDCo and the child’s parents will meet together to identify targets and strategies to support the individual needs of the child. Other professional may also be involved eg Speech and Language therapists. Review meetings would then be planned for every 6-8 weeks.
Informal chats: Each child’s key person will be available to speak to at any point between these times.
We believe that quality is not a ceiling that is reached, or a line that is crossed, but it is a continuous and ongoing journey of improvement. Our curriculum and assessment process is constantly under review as we strive to provide the best learning experience that we can for the children that attend Shipston Pre School. 
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